Use of Greater Wax Moth Larvae (Galleria mellonella) as an Alternative Animal Infection Model for Analysis of Bacterial Pathogenesis.
Alternative infection models of bacterial pathogenesis are useful because they reproduce some of the disease characteristics observed in higher animals. Insect models are especially useful for modeling bacterial infections, as they are inexpensive, generally less labor-intensive, and more ethically acceptable than experimentation on higher organisms. Similar to animals, insects have been shown to possess innate immune systems that respond to pathogenic bacteria.